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INTRODUCTION 

The   FY  1978  Survey  and   Planning   Grant  project  was   begun   in  July 
1978  and  continued  through  June  1979.      This  study  was  administered   by 
the  Boston   Landmarks  Commission  and  was  funded  in  part  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority,    in   part  by  the  Boston    Landmarks  Commission 
under  its  appropriation   by  the  Boston  City  Council,   and   in  part  through 
the  Massachusetts  Historical   Commission,   Office  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,   from  the  matching  grant-in-aid  program  for  historic  preservation 
by  the  Heritage  Conservation  and   Recreation  Service,    Department  of  the 
Interior. 

The  goals  of  the  study  outlined   in  the  grant  application  and  contract 
were  multiple.      As  work  progressed,   goals  were  re-evaluated,   and  some 
changes  were  made  in  emphasis  and  scope.      These  will   be  noted  and  ex- 
plained further  in  the  report.     The  bulk  of  the  work  was  undertaken  by 
consultants,    Rosalind   Pollan,    Pamela   Fox,   and   Richard  Shaklik.      Supervision 
was  provided  by  Judith  McDonough,   Survey  Director  for  the  Boston   Landmarks 
Commission,    Robert  P.    Burke  and   Pierce  Pearmain   provided  the  photographic 
assistance.     Able  volunteer  assistance  was  provided   by  Mary  Thompson  and 
Deborah  Mascott  on  several  aspects  of  the  entire  project.     The  BRA  Word 
Processing   Center  accomplished  the  complicated  typing  tasks.      Marcia  Myers, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Landmarks  Commission,   provided  overall   guidance. 


The  fiscal  1978  report  covers  three  different  areas  of  Boston,   and  each 
has  its  separate  publication. 

Part  I:  Allston-Brighton 

Part  II:  Dorchester — Lower  Mills,   Meeting  House  Hill  and 

Harrison  Square/Mill  Street  neighborhood  reports 
Part  III:  Theatre  District. 

Copies  of  all  parts  are  available  through  the  Boston  Landmarks   Commission 
or  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The  Theatre  District  Preservation  Study,   conducted  from  December, 
1978  to  June,    1979,   was  administered  by  the  Boston  Landmarks 
Commission  and  funded  in  part  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  and  in  part  with  the  assistance  of  a  matching  grant-in-aid 
from  the  Department  of  the  Interior,   Heritage  Conservation  and 
Recreation  Service,   through  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Commission, 
Office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,   under  the  provisions  of  the 
National  Historic  Preservation  Act  of  1966.     The  study  was  conducted 
by  Pamela  Fox,   architectural  historian  and  consultant  to  the  Boston 
Landmarks  Commission. 

The  goal  of  the  project  was  to  undertake  an  in-depth  architectural 
and  historical  survey  of  the  theatre  area  of  the  Boston  Central 
Business  District  and  to  make  recommendations  for  National  Register 
and  Boston  City  Landmark     designations.     Specific  goals  included 
preparation  of  individual  information  forms  for  each  building  and 
preparation  of  a  multiple  resource  National  Register  nomination 
encompassing  eligible  individual  buildings  and  districts .     An 
additional  component  involved  evaluation  of  the  relative  significance 
of  each  theatre  in  the  area. 

The  boundaries  of  the  survey  area,   as  shown  on  Map  I,   were 
drawn  to  coincide  with  those  of  the  "Theatre  District"  as  presently 
defined  by  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  planners. 
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II.   METHODOLOGY 


General  Procedure 


The  Theatre  Area  Preservation  Survey  was  conducted  entirely  on 
foot.     Because  of  the  high  level  of  development  activity  in  the 
downtown  Boston  area,   the  decision  was  made  to  record  each 
building  regardless  of  merit  using  the  standard  Boston  Landmarks 
Commission  Building  Information  Form  (Appendix  I).     A  total  of 
145  such  forms  were  completed.     In  addition,   the  style  and  material 
of  each  facade  was  recorded  on  a  100-scale,  figure  5  photogrammetric 
base  map.     The  key  to  this  map  can  be  found  in  Appendix  II. 

Method  of  Evaluation  and  Recording 

Individual  Buildings  were  evaluated  as  to  relative  architectural  and 
historical  importance  using  the  following  three-category  system: 

1.       Significant  Buildings  or  Groupings,   considered  to  meet  National 
Register  criteria  for  listing  either  as  individual  buildings  or 
as  part  of  districts .     In  the  case  of  individual  buildings , 
factors  considered  included  the  distinctiveness  and  integrity 
of  the  building,   prominence  of  the  architect,   rarity  of  the 
building  style  or  type,   and  historical  significance  of  the 
building  to  the  city,   state  or  nation.     In  the  case  of  suggested 
districts,   factors  included  the  distinctiveness  and  integrity  of 
individual  buildings  within  the  district  and  the  cohesiveness 
of  the  streetscape  as  an  ensemble. 

Buildings  which  fall  into  Category  #1  are  noted  on  individual 
survey  forms  with  the  abbreviaion  NRD  (National  Register 
District)  or  NRI  (National  Register  Individual) .     In  the  case 
of  districts,    the  survey  forms  also  indicate  whether  a  building 
is  considered  to  be  contributing  (C)  or  non-contributing  (NC). 
Thus  the  abbreviation  NRD/C  denotes  a  building  which  falls 
within  a  suggested  National  Register  District  and  contributes 
to  that  district. 
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2.  Notable  Buildings  are  those  of  architectural  and/or  historical 
interest  which  are  not  presently  considered  eligible  for  individual 
National  Register  listing  and  fall  outside  the  boundaries  of 
suggested  National  Register  districts.     These  buildings  have 
been  coded  on  the  survey  forms  with  the  abbreviation  (N). 

In  some  cases,   notable  buildings  have  been  further  subdivided 
into  the  categories   (N+)  and(N-).      (N+)  has  been  used  to 
denote  buildings  of  particular  merit  which  are  recommended 
by  the  consultant  for  inclusion  in  future  expanded  districts 
or  for  individual  National  Register  listing  at  a  later  date. 

3.  Buildings  of  Minor  or  No  Significance,   coded  on  survey  forms 
with  the  abbreviation  (M)  are  considered  by  the  consultant  to 
be  of  little  or  no  architectural  or  historical  interest.     In  some 
cases  the  abbreviations  (M+)  and  (M-)  have  been  used  on 
survey  forms  to  further  subdivide  this  category,   with  (M-) 
denoting  buildings  which  were  judged  to  be  visual  intrusions . 

A  100-scale,   figure  5  photogrammetric  base  map  has  been  prepared 
to  show  the  location  of  buildings  in  each  of  the  three  categories 
(Significant,   Notable,  Minor  or  No  Significance).     The  key  to  this 
map  has  been  included  in  Appendix  III . 

Districts  were  evaluated  on  the  basis  of  the  distinctiveness  of 
individual  buildings  and  cohesiveness  of  the  streetscape.     Boundaries 
were  drawn  to  exclude  buildings  of  lesser  significance  if  located  on 
the  fringe  of  a  suggested  district.     Whenever  possible,   buildings 
were  grouped  into  National  Register  districts  rather  than  singled 
out  for  individual  listing. 

For  districts  not  already  listed  on  the  National  Register,   a  standard 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  Area  Form  (Appendix  IV)  was 
prepared  including  a  map  of  the  proposed  district  and  a  description 
of  the  architectural  and  historical  significance.     In  accordance  with 
Massachusetts  Historical  Commission  procedure,   each  of  the  five 
districts  within  the  survey  area  was  assigned  an  arbitrary  letter 
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from  A  to  E  and  each  of  the  52  buildings  within  the  five  districts 
was  assigned  an  arbitrary  number  from  TH-1  to  TH  52.     A  corres- 
ponding list  was  prepared  giving  the  arbitrary  number,   address, 
BLC  building  information  form  number,   ward  and  parcel  number, 
and  owners  name  and  address.      (N.B.   Eleven  buildings  were 
nominated  to  the  National  Register  as  individual  listings  rather 
than  as  part  of  district.     These  have  been  numbered  TH-53  to 
TH-63.) 

Theatres  were  subjected  to  more  intensive  study  to  determine  their 
relative  significance  and  eligibility  for  National  Register  and  Boston 
City  Landmark  designation.     The  theatre  study  included  not  only 
the  18  theatres  within  the  survey  area  but  also  two  important 
examples  outside  the  area:     the  Orpheum  at  6^  Hamilton  Place  in 
the  Central  Business  District  and  the  Strand,  presently  the  M.   Harriet 
McCormack  Performing  Arts  Center,   located  in  Dorchester.     The 
evaluation  process  included  an  interior  field  visit  as  well  as  the 
standard  exterior  evaluation  and  research.     The  only  theatre 
interior  not  viewed  by  the  consultant  was  that  of  the  Astor/Tremont, 
now  the  Union  Station,   whose  management  would  not  permit  an 
official  visit. 

A  separate  Theatre  Information  Form  (Appendix  V)  was  prepared 
for  each  theatre  describing  the  architecture,   condition,   and  extent 
and  reversibility  of  remodellings .     This  form  was  also  used  to 
determine  an  overall  evaluation  based  on  the  following  four  criteria: 

1.  Exterior  architectural  significance,   including  quality,  uniqueness 
in  Boston,   and  extent  and  reversibility  of  alterations. 

2.  Interior  architectural  significance,   including  quality,   uniqueness 
in  Boston,   and  extent  and  reversibility  of  alterations. 

3.  Significance  to  the  city's  architectural  history,   including  the 
uniqueness  or  importance  of  the  theatre  type,   relative  prominence 
of  the  architect,   and  rarity  of  Boston  examples  by  that  architect. 
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4.       Significance  to  the  city's  theatrical  history,   including  associations 
with  celebrities,   important  owners  or  managers,   and  premiere 
performances . 

Theatres  were  judged  to  be  of  Major  (3),  Moderate  (2),  Minor  (1) 
or  No  (O)  significance  in  each  of  the  four  areas.     Results  have 
been  incorporated  into  the  recommendations  in  Section  III. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  assess  the  usefulness  or  market  potential 
of  the  theatres  as  arts  facilities,   although  information  gathered  on 
number  of  seats,   condition,   and  so  forth  would  be  useful  in  making 
this  type  of  judgement. 

Research 

Research  included  exploration  of  both  primary  and  secondary 
sources.     Primary  source  materials  included  building  permits, 
atlases,   city  directories,   early  photographs,   and  contemporary 
newspapers,   periodicals  and  guidebooks.     Deed  research  was  done 
in  some  cases  to  determine  the  date  and  original  owner  of  buildings 
included  in  the  National  Register  nomination . 

Secondary  sources  included  reference  works  on  Boston  history, 
books  and  articles  on  Boston  theatres,   and  previous  surveys  of 
the  area.     Of  particular  importance  were  general  histories  by  the 
late  Walter  M.   Whitehill,   theatre  histories  by  Douglass  Shand 
Tucci,   Donald  King  and  Elliott  Norton,   and  surveys  by 
Cynthia  Zaitzevsky  and  the  City  Conservation  League.     These  and 
other  references  are  listed  in  the  selective  bibliography  in  Section  9 
of  the  multiple  resource  National  Register  nomination. 

Photography 

Photographs  of  each  building  within  the  survey  area  were  taken 
for  inclusion  on  building  information  forms .     Photographs  of  street- 
scapes  were  taken  for  inclusion  with  area  forms.      In  addition,   a 


slide  file  of  significant  buildings  and  streetscapes  was  compiled  for 
use  in  presentations.     In  general,   slides  were  taken  by  Bob  Burke 
of  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  and  photographs  were  taken 
by  Pamela  Fox. 

Information  Organization 

The  two  100- scale  survey  maps  (Building  Style/Material  and  Building 
Significance)  and  copies  of  all  building  information  forms  will  be 
kept  on  file  at  the  offices  of  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  and 
will  be  available  for  consultations,   as  will  other  information  produced 
as  part  of  the  Theatre  Area  Preservation  Study,   including  slides, 
the  multiple  resource  nomination  form,   and  theatre  information 
forms .     Building  forms  are  organized  in  a  loose-leaf  notebook 
arranged  alphabetically  by  address.     These  forms  are  numbered 
using  a  system  recently  adopted  for  all  survey  and  inventory 
purposes  in  Boston.      (Appendix  VI)     Building  information  forms 
for  Significant  Buildings  and  Groupings  and  Notable  Buildings 
(categories  1  and  2)  will  also  be  kept  on  file  at  the  Massachusetts 
Historical  Commission. 


III.     RECOMMENDATIONS 

National  Register  Districts 

In  addition  to  the  present  Washington  Street  Theatre  District, 
(511-563  Washington  Street),   the  following  four  areas  have  been 
recommended  for  consideration  as  National  Register  Districts   (Map  II): 

1.  Piano  Row  (29  buildings) 

Historically,   the  blocks  extending  north  and  west  from  the 
corner  of  Tremont  and  Boylston  Streets  have  been  called 
"Piano  Row"  because  of  the  concentration  of  piano  showrooms 
and  music-related  industries.     Visually,   these  two  blocks 
frame  the  corner  of  the  Boston  Common  and  create  a  city 
focal  point  dominated  by  three  important  early  skyscrapers. 
The  area  is  notable  for  the  high  quality  of  its  turn-of-the-century 
commercial  buildings  and  theatres  (including  the  Colonial, 
Saxon/Majestic  and  Astor/Tremont) ,   as  well  as  the  early  19th 
century  residences  along  Boylston  Place. 

2.  Liberty  Tree  (6  buildings) 

An  area  of  small-scale,  high  quality,  mid-to-late  19th  century 
commercial  buildings  clustered  around  the  Liberty  Tree  Block, 
which  is  particularly  important  for  its  distinctive  architecture, 
historic  site,   prominent  location  and  commemorative  Liberty 
Tree  plaque.     The  area  also  features  the  only  commercial 
building  in  the  Central  Business  District  to  survive  with  a 
wooden  facade,   as  well  as  two  well-detailed  examples  of  the 
High  Victorian  Gothic  style. 

3.  West  Street  (4  buildings) 

The  limestone  facades  along  the  south  side  of  West  Street  are 
unusual  in  their  harmony  of  scale  and  materials  and  the  intact 
quality  of  several  G-f  the  cast  iron  storefronts . 
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4.        Beach/Knapp   (6  buildings) 

The  Beach/Knapp  area  includes  three  large  late  19th  and 
early  20th  century  brick  "lofts"  notable  for  their  simple  lines 
and  graceful  proportions .     Also  in  the  area  is  the  former 
"Shakespearian  Inn"  with  its  unusual  four-story  iron  oriels, 
cast  iron  capitals,   and  plaque  of  the  hotel's  namesake. 

In  the  future,   the  Landmarks  Commission  may  wish  to  consider 
expansion  of  these  districts  to  include  additional  buildings,   as 
shown  on  Map  IIB . 
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National  Register-Individual 

The  following  11  buildings  are  recommended  for  consideration  as 
individual  listings  on  the  National  Register.      (Map  II): 

1.  Charles  Playhouse  (1838-9)   (74-78  Warrenton  Street).     Originally 
the  Fifth  Universalist  Church,   this  monumental  Greek  Revival 
temple-front  building  is  one  of  only  three  surviving  Boston 
churches  by  Asher  Benjamin. 

2.  Shubert  Theatre  (1910)   (263-265  Tremont  Street).     Scene  of 
many  dramatic  highpoints  in  the  city's  theatre  history. 

3.  Music  Hall/Metropolitan  (1925)   (252-272  Tremont  Street).      The 
largest  theatre  in  Boston,   one  of  the  largest  in  the  country, 
and  the  best  Boston  example  of  the  sumptuous   "movie  palaces" 
of  the  roaring  twenties.     Designed  by  C.H.   Blackall. 

4.  Wilbur  Theatre  (1914)   (244-250  Tremont  Street).     Example  of 
eclectic  Federal  Revival  theatre  design  and  scene  of  many 
notable  performances.     Designed  by  C.H.   Blackall. 

5.  Jacob  Wirth's  (1844)   (31-39  Stuart  Street).     Only  remaining 
Greek  Revival  bowfront  residence  in  the  survey  area,   notable 
historically  as  a  German  restaurant  which  has  changed  little 
inside  or  outside  since  its  establishment  there  in  the  late  19th 
century.      (Presently  a  Boston  City  Landmark) 

6.  Dill  Building  (1887-8)   (11-25  Stuart  Street).      One  of  the 
area's  best  examples  of  the  brick  "loft"  building. 

7.  Hayden  Building  (1875)   (681-683  Washington  Street).     Last 
surviving  Boston  commercial  building  by  H.H.   Richardson  and 
one  of  only  ten  commercial  examples  by  the  eminent  architect. 
(Presently  a  Boston  City  Landmark.) 
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8-  Boylston  Building  (1887)   (2-22  Boylston  Street).     A  dis- 
tinguished design  in  a  prominent  corner  location  and  an 
important  example  of  the  transition  from  traditional  load-bearing 
masonry  construction  to  the  commercial  style  skeleton-framed 
building  pioneered  by  the  Chicago  School.      (Presently  a 
Boston  City  Landmark). 

9-  Henry  F.   Miller  Piano  Company  (1875)  (605-611  Washington 
Street).     One  of  only  six  cast  iron  buildings  remaining  in 
Boston  Central  Business  District,   originally  the  headquarters 
of  a  major  Boston  piano  company. 

10-  Pope  Manufacturing  Company  (c.    1881)   (597-603  Washington 
Street).     One  of  only  two  area  examples  of  the  Neo-Grec 
style,   originally  the  headquarters  of  the  Pope  Manufacturing 
Company,   manufacturers  of  the  first  American  bicycle. 

11-  Boston  Young  Men's  Christian  Union  (1875)   (48  Boylston 
Street).     Designed  by  N.J.   Bradlee;   architecturally  the  most 
accomplished  example  of  High  Victorian  Gothic  in  the  survey 
area;   important  historically  as  the  headquarters  since  its 
construction  of  the  Boston  Y.M.C.U.   a  Christian  fellowship 
organization.      (Presently  a  Boston  City  Landmark). 
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Boston  City  Landmarks 

In  addition  to  the  four  building's  in  the  survey  area  already  desig- 
nated Boston  City  Landmarks  (The  Hayden  Building,  Boylston 
Building,   YMCU  and  Jacob  Wirth's),   the  following  seven  buildings 
are  recommended  for  consideration  as  Boston  City  Landmarks: 
(Map  IIC): 

1.  Savoy/B.F.    Keith  Memorial  Theatre  (1928)   (539  Washington 
Street) .     Significant  as  a  building  of  high  interior  and  exterior 
architectural  quality;   as  the  only  Boston  theatre  with  original 
exterior  and  interior  by  Thomas  Lamb,   the  best  known  and 
most  prolific  of  early  20th  century  American  theatre  architects; 
as  the  official  "memorial"  to  showman  B.F.   Keith,   father  of 
vaudeville;   and  as  one  of  the  last  and  grandest  vaudeville 
houses  in  the  country.      (Recommended  for  both  exterior  and 
interior  designation). 

2.  Saxon/Majestic  Theatre  (1903)   (219-221  Tremont  Street). 
Significant  as  a  building  of  high  exterior  and  interior  archi- 
tectural quality;   as  the  only  known  Boston  work  by  nationally 
prominent  architect  John  Galen  Howard;   and  as  one  of  three 
theatres  built  for  the  city  by  leading  Boston  merchant  and 
music  patron  Eben  Jordan.      (Recommended  for  both  exterior 
and  interior  designation). 

3.  Colonial  Theatre  (1900)   (96-106  Boylston  Street).     Significant 
as  the  oldest  Boston  theatre  to  survive  intact,   as  an  excep- 
tionally fine  example  of  baroque  theatre  design  by  leading 
theatre  architect  C.H.   Blackall,   and  as  a  building  rich  in 
theatre  history.      (Recommended  for  both  exterior  and  interior 
designation) . 

4.  Music  Hall/Metropolitan  Theatre  (1925)  (252-272  Tremont 
Street) .  Significant  as  a  spacially  extravagant  baroque 
interior;    as  the  largest  theatre  in  Boston  history  and  one  of 
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the  largest  in  the  country;   as  the  best  New  England  example 
of  the  sumptuous  "movie  palacei'  of  the  roaring  twenties;   and 
as  the  last  of  fourteen  Boston  theatres  designed  by  leading 
theatre  architect  C.H.   Blackall.      (Recommended  for  interior 
designation  only) . 

5.  Paramount  Theatre  (1932)   (549-563  Washington  Street). 
Significant  as  one  of  the  city's  first  large  theatres  built  with 
an  emphasis  on  moving  pictures  rather  than  film/stage  show 
combinations,   as  the  best  Boston  example  of  the  Art  Deco 
style  in  theatre     architecture,   and  as  Boston's  most  elaborate 
Art  Deco  building     of  any  type.      (Recommended  for  exterior 
and  interior  designation) . 

6.  Wilbur  Theatre  (1914)   (244-250  Tremont  Street).     Considered 
by  the  consultant  to  be  less  significant  than  the  first  five 
theatres  listed  above  but  nevertheless  worthy  of  study  and 
consideration  as  the  best  Boston  example  of  an  eclectic  Federal 
Revival  exterior  and  interior  by  leading  theatre  architect 
C.H.   Blackall,   and  as  the  scene  of  several  premieres  and 
many  notable  performances.    (Recommended,  with  reservation, 
for  exterior  and  interior  designation) . 

7.  Liberty  Tree  Block  (1850)  (628-636  Washington  Street). 
Significant  as  the  earliest  major  commercial  building  remaining 
in  the  theatre  area;   as  an  architecturally  distinctive  structure 
built  by  one  of  Boston's  most  eminent  citizens;   as  a  19th 
century  "memorial"  to  a  nationally  important  18th  century 
patriotic  symbol  -  the  "Liberty  Tree"  -  commemorated  by  a 
finely  carved  wooden  plaque  on  the  Washington  Street  facade; 
and  as  the  visual  terminus  of  Boylston  Street,   a  strategically 
important  location  which  makes  this  building  the  visual  and 
symbolic  focal  point  of  the  lower  Washington  Street  section  of 
the  Theatre  Area.      (Recommended  for  exterior  designation). 
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Theatre  Recommendations 

The  twenty  theatres  evaluated  as  part  of  the  Theatre  Area  Preservation 
Study  are  listed  below  in  order  of  significance,   as  determined  by 
the  consultant  using  the  criteria  explained  in  Section  II.     Potential 
protective  designations,   recommended  to  the  Boston  Landmarks 
Commission  for  study  and  consideration,   are  listed  at  right. 


Name  of  Theatre 


1.       Savoy  /B.F.Keith 
Memorial  Theatre 


Saxon/Majestic  Theatre 


3.       Colonial  Theatre 


4.  Music  Hall/Metropolitan 
Theatre 

5.  Paramount  Theatre 


Wilbur  Theatre 


7.  M.   Harriet  McCormack 
Center/Strand  Theatre 
(Dorchester) 

8.  Orpheum/Music  Hall 
(CBD-Retail  Area) 

9.  Charles  Playhouse/ 
Fifth  Universalist  Church 

10.  Modern  Theatre 


Potential  Protective  Designations 

and  Other  Preservation  Recommendations 

-Boston  City  Landmark  (interior  &  exterior) 
-National  Register  (part  of  Washington 
Street  Theatre  District)* 

•■Boston  City  Landmark  (interior  &  exterior) 
-National  Register  (part  of  suggested 
Piano  Row  District) 

-Boston  City  Landmark  (interior  &  exterior) 
-National  Register  (part  of  suggested 
Piano  Row  District) 

-Boston  City  Landmark  (interior  only) 
-National  Register  (individual  listing) 

-Boston  City  Landmark  (interior  &  exterior) 
-National  Register  (part  of  Washington 
Street  Theatre  District)* 

-Possible  Boston  City  Landmark 

(interior  and  exterior) 
-National  Register  (individual  listing) 

-Possible  Boston  City  Landmark  (interior 
only) 
-National  Register  (individual  listing) 

-National  Register  (individual  or  district 
listing) 

-National  Register  (individual  listing) 


-National  Register  (part  of  Washington 
Street  Theatre  District)* 


*Already  li^sted  on  the  National  Register 
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Name  of  Theatre 

11.  Shubert  Theatre 

12.  Union  Station/ 
Astor/Tremont 

13.  Publix/Gayety 

14.  Center/Globe 

15 .  Gary/Plymouth 

16 .  Pilgrim /Olympia 

17.  Keith's  Boston 


18.  State/Park 

19.  Pussy  Cat/Unique 


20.     Boston  Repertory 
Theatre 


Potential  Protective  Designations 

and  Other  Preservation  Recommendations 

-National  Register  (individual  listing) 

-National  Register  (part  of  suggested 
Piano  Row  District) 

-Recommended  for  future  consideration 
as  individual  National  Register  listing 

-Recommended  for  future  consideration  as 
part  of  expanded  Beach/Knapp  National 
Register  District 

-Scheduled  to  be  demolished,    1979 

-Recommended  for  future  consideration  as 
part  of  expanded  Liberty  Tree  National 
Register  District 

-Theatre  is  very  large  (originally  seated 
4,000)  and  has  been  altered  to  the  extent 
that  restoration  would  be  very  costly . 
Could  be  considered  for  National  Register 
nomination  if  circumstances  warrant. 

-Not  recommended  for  protective  designation 
except  if  part  of  a  larger  district. 

-Theatre  itself  is  not  of  architectural  interest; 
however,   the  building  which  houses  it  is 
recommended  for  future  consideration  as  part 
of  the  expanded  Beach/Knapp  National  Registe: 
District. 

-Theatre  itself  is  not  of  architectural  or 
historical  interest  but  does  fall  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  suggested  Piano  Row 
National  Register  District. 


*Already  listed  on  the  National  Register 
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Appendix  I 
BOSTON  LANDMARKS  COMMISSION   Building  Information  Form  Form  No.    Area 


(Photo) 


ADDRESS_ 
NAME 


COR. 


present 


MAP  No. 

DATE 


original 
SUB  AREA 


source 

ARCHITECT 

• 

V 

source 

BUILDER 

source 

OWNER 

original 

present 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

. 

TYPE  (residential)  single   double   row   2-fam.   3-deck   ten   apt. 
(non-residential) 


NO.  OF  STORIES  (1st  to  cornice) 

ROOF  cucola 


plus 


dormers 


MATERIALS  (Frame)  clapboards  shingles  stucco  asphalt  asbestos  alum/vinyl 
(Other)  brick      stone concrete  iron/ steel/ alum. 

BRIEF  DESCRIPTION 


EXTERIOR  ALTERATION   minor   moderate   drastic_ 

CONDITION  good  fair  poor     LOT  AREA_ 

NOTEWORTHY  SITE  CHARACTERISTICS 


sq.  feet 


SIGNIFICANCE  (cont'd  on  reverse) 


(Map) 


Moved;  date  if  known_ 


Themes  (check  as  many  as  applicable) 


Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The  Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community/ 
development 


Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 
settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 


Recreation 

Religion 

Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 


Significance  (include  explanation  of  themes  checked  above) 


Preservation  Consideration  (accessibility,  re-use  possibilities,  capacity 
for  public  use  and  enjoyment,  protection,  utilities,  context) 


Bibliography  and/or  references  (such  as  local  histories,  deeds,  assessor's 
records,  early  maps,  etc.) 


Appendix  II 


Styles  and  Approximate  Date  Ranges  of  Buildings 
in  the  Theatre  Survey  Area 


Federal 

#930   . 

(1000-1825) 

Greek  Revival 

#931  1 

(1825-1850) 

Italianate 

#904  | 

(1840-1860) 

Mansard 

#933  I 

(1855-1875) 

High  Victorian 

#906 

Gothic 
(1865-1885) 

Panel  Brick 

#932  ! 

(1875-1890) 

Neo  Grec 

#956  t 

(1875-1885) 

Romanesque  or 

#909 

Richardsonian 
(1875-1890) 

Cast  Iron 

#  910 

(1875) 

Queen  Anne 

#  907 

(1880-1900) 
Victorian 

Commercial  Style 

#912 

(1885-1905) 

Renaissance 

#914 

Revival 
(1890-1925  ) 

Beaux  Arts 

#941  | 

(1890-1915) 

Jacobethan 

#962  | 

(1895-1925) 

Modern  Gothic 
(1910-1920) 

#945  1     I 

Tapestry  Brick 

#935  1 

(1910-1925) 

Georgian  or 

#942 

Federal  Revival 
(1900-1920) 

Classical  Revival 

#947  1 

(1920-1930) 

Moderne/Art  Deco 

#936  1 

(1930-1940) 

- 

International 

#963  1 

Style/Modern 
(1950-present) 

Contemporary 

#964      | 

Commercial 
(1940-present) 

Building  Materials 


b 

"brick 

al 

aluminum 

s 

stone 

gl 

glass 

CO 

concrete 

Pi 

plastic  sheathing 

cs 

cast  stone 

w 

wood 

21 

cast  iron 

tc 

terra  cotta 

m 

metal 

/////drastically  altered 
X&^Xno  style 


Appendix  III 


Architectural  and  Historical  Significance 
of  Buildings  in  the  Theatre  Area 


Significant  Buildings  or  Groupings*      #962 


Notable 


#9 


63 


Minor  or  No  Significance  #964 


VAC: Vacant  land  or  parking 

*  Recommended  for  listing 
on  the  National  Register 
either  individually  or 
as  districts 


APPENDIX    IV. 


FORM   A    -   AREA    SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS  HISTORICAL  COMMISSION 
Office  of  the  Secretary,  State  House,  Boston 


Form  numbers  in  this  area 


Area  no. 


2.  Photo    (3x3"  or  3x5'^ 
Staple  to  left  side  of  form 
Photo  number 


1.  Town 


Name  of  area  (if  any) 


3.  General  date  or  period 


4.  Is  area  uniform  (explain): 
in  style? 


in  condition? 


in  type  of  ownership? 
in  use? 


5.  Map.    Use  space  below  to  draw  a  general  map  of  the  area  involved.    Indicate  any  historic 
properties  for  which  individual  reports  are  completed  on  Forms  B  thru  F,      using  corres- 
ponding numbers.    Show  street  names  (including  route  numbers,  if  any)  and  indicate  north. 
Indicate  with  an  "x"  existing  houses  not  inventoried  on  Form  B. 


DO  NOT  WRITE  IN  THIS  SPACE 
USGS  Quadrant 


MHC  Photo  no. 


6.  Recorded  by_ 
Organization 
Date 


(over) 


-2-75-R061465 


7.  Historical  data.    Explain  the  historical/architectural  importance  of  this  area. 


Bibliography  and/or  references  such  as  local  histories,  deeds,  assessor's  records, 
early  maps,  etc. 


Appendix    V' 


BOSTON  LANDMARKS  COMMISSION     Theatre  Information  Form 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


present  original 

DATE  ARCHITECT  USE 


Area:      CBD 

Sub  Area:   Theatre 

Map  f:    24N/12E 


present 


original 


PLAN-ORIGINAL     one  floor    sgl  balcony     bal-me2 
PRESENT       one  floor    sgl  balcony     bal-mez 

REMODELLINGS 


boxes  per  side 
boxes  per  side 


date 


architect 


changes 


AMT.   OF  INTERIOR  ALTERATION     minor     moderate     drastic 
REVERSIBILITY  OF  ALT. 


INTERIOR  CONDITION       good       fair       poor  _ 

#  SEATS  -  ORIGINAL*  PRESENT 

LOCATION  OF  PLANS 


STAGE  DEPTH 


STYLE  AND   GENERAL  DESCRIPTION: 


*based  on  newspaper  accounts 


EVALUATION: 

A)       EXTERIOR   SIGNIFICANCE   (quality,    uniqueness  in  Boston, 
extent  &  reversibility  of  alterations,    etc.) 


B)       INTERIOR   SIGNIFICANCE   (quality,    uniqueness  in  Boston, 
extent  and  reversibility  of  alterations,    etc.) 


C)       SIGNIFICANCE,    ARCHITECTURAL  HISTORY   (uniqueness  or 
importance  as   theatre   type,    relative  prominence  of  architect, 
rarity  of  Boston  examples   by  that  architect,    etc.) 


D)       SIGNIFICANCE,    THEATRE  HISTORY   associations   with   stars, 
premiere  performances,    important  owners   or  managers,    etc.) 


PRESERVATION   RECOMMENDATION: 


DATE 


Appendix  VI. 
Historic  Inventory  Maa  Coding  System  -   Boston 


1.  City  is  divided  into  the  following  districts,   note  abbreviations. 

A  capital   letter  or  pair  will  always  precede  a  number  for  coding. 

EB  -  East  Boston  SB  -  South  Boston 

C  -  Chariestown  JP  -  Jamaica  Plain 

N/W  -  North   End/Waterfront  R  -  Roxbury 

BB  -  Back  Bay  D  -  Dorchester 

BH  -  Beacon  Hiil  RD  -  Roslindale 

SC  -  Bay  Village/Chinatown  WR  -  West  Roxbury 

FK  -  Fenway/Kenmore  HP  -  Hyde  Park 

AB  -  Allston/Brighton  GC  -  Government  Canter/North  Station 

MH  -  Mission  Hill  WE  -  West  End 

SE  -  South  End  CBD  -  Central   Business  District 

.   ..  .  .  .TP-CBD   *  .,  "   Theatre  Area.  Central  Business 

2.  Numerical  system  is  divided  into  the  following  use  categories.  District 
(MHC  code  is  the  underlying  structure  here  with  additional  break-  "  ''u  " 
downs  to  deal  with  the  large  number  of  structures  in  the  City). 

Buildings  1-799 

Further  broken  down  into: 

Residential  1-399 

(including  all  types  of  residential   structures,   apartments, 
out  buildings,   such  as  carriage  houses,   barns,   stables, 
and  garages) 

Commercial  400-499      (followed  by  499-0,   499-1  etc.) 

(including  retail,  office,   bank,   gas  stations,   fast  food, 

auto  repair,   super  markets,   shopping  center,   hotei,   theatre, 

combined  commercial/residential ) 

Institutional  500-599 

(including  church,    school,   municipal,   hospital,   nursing 
home,   club,    R.R.    station,   civic,   stadium) 

Manufacturing  700-799 

including  manufacturing,    lofts,   factory  warehouse,   mill 

Cemetary  800-899 

Structures.    Parks,   Monuments,   Markers  900-999 

(including  bridge,  canal,  dam,  tunnel,  road/path,  windmill, 
fort,  standpipe,  marker/tablet,  statue,  fountain,  milestone, 
parks,   benches,   training  fields,   clocks) 

Streetscaoes  1000-X 

3.  Example  of  how  to  use  system 

D159  -  reflects  a  residential   structure  in   Dorchester 

H900  -  reflects  a  bridge  in   Hyde  Park 

H371    -   reflects  a  commercial   structure  in   Hyde  Park 


ay 


■  %. 


\  / 


WR 


HP 
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Exhibit  A  -  Draft  Theatre  Area  National  Register 
Multiple  Resource  Nomination 


Contents  (Partial  Listing): 

General  Physical  Description 
Topographical  History 
Architectural  Description 

Building  Styles 

The  Streetscape 

Building  Use 
General  History 
Areas  of  Significance 

Architecture 

Theatre 

Music 
Survey  Methodology 

Preservation  Activity  in  the  Survey  Area 
Major  Bibliographical  References 


PART  III 
Exhibit  B_  -  Inventory  Forms  -  Theatre  Area 


Copies  of  these  original  inventory  forms  are  also 
filed  at  the  Boston  Landmarks  Commission  and  the 
Boston  Public  Library  (Fine  Arts  Department). 
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